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ASTORIA TH

HLL AND HARRIMAN BUSY

for Great Terminmals,

With the Hill Railroad interests the
purchasers of a 2200-acre terminal site
in Astorla, and with the Harriman Rail-
road interests the purchasers of a ter
minal site aggregating B00 acres, and
with the Harriman surveyors already in
this city, it would seem that Astoria is
#00n to be the theatre of the most active
railrond operations in the novthwest.

The North Bank HII road will be com-
pleted so far as the graders are con-
comed oven with the bridge across the
Columbia by the st of December, and
these graders, it is stated on good au-
thority, will then be brought to this
<ity for the purpose of rushing the Hill
terminals to an early completion so that
wheat may be loaded on shipboard here
at the earliest possible date, This is
necessary beenuse the Hills expect to
establish a trans-Pacifle steamship line
and this is the only place they can load
wheat on the Columbla river, on both
banks of which they will soon have the
L only railroads in existence.

The story that the Hills have purchas
2200 peres of land for terminals, in-
clubgg the 1800 mcres owned by the
Flayvel Land Company and much of the
personal holdings of A. B, Hammond,
comes as no surprise to those who have
been keeping up with the local railroad
situation, First President Elliott came
and looked over this site persomally,
then came Lewis W\ Hill, then came J,
H. Carroll, the leading attorney for the
Hills, All of these officials brought with
them the same maps and charts and
looked at them in exactly the same way
while they were here. The information
‘that the land has actually been sold is
given to the public by those who sold it
and there does not seem to be any fur-
ther reason on the part of any of the
intereated parties to keep the matter a
secret,

The announcement that the Harriman
interests had purchased terminal grounds
hiere was made last week and now with
this authentic announcement that the
Hills have purchased terminal grounds
of more than three timeg the area of
those of Mir, Harriman, it would seem
that any other proofs that the two big
living railrond kings of the northweat
are now vying with each other for
advantages at the mouth of the Colum-
bia river are entirely unnecespary. But
if more are needed, then those on the
lookout for them should just step over
Uoxcomb Hill and theré by tha water-
wonks they may see the surveyors busily
engaged in laying out the proposed route
over which Mr. Harriman a little later
expects to/get into Astorin, Mr, Lytle
of Portland ia the persomal representa-
tive of Mr. Harriman so far as actual
Jocal railroad building ls concerned. A
little while ago Mr. Lytle said that he

pgoted to survey three routes  into

oria for the purposs of ascertaining
fhich of the thres possible ways of en-
trance were the cheapest. "Then Hé as-
werted he would be ready to make a pubd-
lic amnoungsment of what he wmated
Astorls to do for him through the Cham-

SEMI-OFFICIAL STATEMENT MADE OF FACI
\ ——— ——

Surveyors of Lytle Road Now Within Limits of City and it Is
Expected That Definate Location of the Road Wil
Shortly be Announced.

HILL INTERESTS ACQUIRE HAMMOND AND FLAVEL HOLDINGS

THOUSANDS OF ACRES OF FRONTAGE ON THE WEST SIDE OF YOUNG'S
BAY CHANGES HANDS AND WORK WILL SOON BEGIN ON IMPROV-
ING SAME—MILES OF RAILROAD YARDS AND IMMENSE DOCKS
AND WAREHOUSES WILL BE BUILT.

bep of Commerce. The route that is now
being surveyed through the farm of Mr.
Cornelius, the aseessor, Is the third and
lust route and Mr. Lytle may be con-
fidently expected to make an anmounce-
ment now in o short time.

Astoria is now being brought into its
own because of what nature has done
for this site,

Hon, Thomas H. Benton sald in Con-
gress as far back as 1860; “The Colum-
bia River will one day provide the great
outlet to the Pacific Ocean for the entire
weéstern half of the United States.”

8. H. H. Olark, the father of American
railronds, has said: “Here (Astoria) will
be built the greatest maritime city on
the Pacifiec Coast."

The late Collis P. Huntington, presi-
dent of the Bouthern Pacific Rallroad
Company, sald: “The mouth of the
Columbia River is the only natural out-
let to the Pacifie Northwest."

Mr, Archibald A. Schenk, engheer of
the New York Central Railroad Com-
pany, said: “Whoever controls the line
of rallroad to the mouth of the Columbia
River will for all time control the trans-
portation problem of the Pacific North-

wesk,"”

Louis W. Hill, president of the Great
Northern Rallroad Company while here
in Astoria last July said: “This is un-
doubtedly the place from which the grain
shipments of the great Columbia River
Valley will be made, Yours is unques-
tionably the situation for that purpose.”

And now after all of these seers of
the great sallent facts in financial his
tory, comes, the realization of these
dreams through the two leading railroad
interests of the modern railronds and
financinl wonld.

It would seem now that the real es-
tate men of Astoria should choose this
ns the julicious moment to get busy.
They can best get busy by advertising
and, they will not have to begin theif
advertising campaign far from home.
The people of the Columbia Valley know
most about the possibilities of this val
ley and with proper representations
made to them, through illustrated and
printed literature it would probably be
easier to attract oapital and people here
now than it has been at any other time
within the almost one hundred years
gince Astoria was founded as a trading
port. The people who know the most
of the loeal situation now have the most
confidence, They know that the Astors,
Goulds, Vanderbilts, and other multi.
millionaires made their vast fortunes by
early buying New York -property, and
with this tip in advance they can lay
the foundation now by purchasing land
hereabouts, in small or large quantities,
In the New York of the Pacific Coast.
“Watch Astoria soar.”

The price pald by the Hills for their
terminal ground was in round figures
$400 an acre, although they bought a
very large quantity of lanl at one time.
This price will probably look cheap  six
months from now. All stmeone mppar-
ently has to do now is to get up & proper

cutb of Astoria nhowh' where theso ter-
minals are located and what lots can be
| bought near by, to start land to moving
tupidly in small lot purchases. A repre-
sentation of this kind would probably
draw more money out of Portland than
any real estate deal that the City of
Portland could get up to excite the im-
agination. And it is quite certain some
one luterested will not overlook this
proposition, In fact, full page advertise-
ments of Astoria rea] estate in the home
papers kere in Astoria and in those of
Boise, Seattle, Spokane and Portland
are already being talked of by those who
have the largest land holdings here.

And such o stirving up would bring
in much new capital which Astoris
stands Ip need of also many new people,
which Astoria could assimilate with ad-
vantage to her business interests.

The two railroads, the Harriman and
the Hill, will settle the common point on
grain and on everything else, With
those two roads buily into Astoris snd
with both of them in s position to ship
grain, lumber and fish out of the mouth
of the river in their own ships, of course
the common point retes will be
established, The railroads will éven then
perhaps make a better than a common
poing rate to protect their own interests
and then the state railroad commissions
of Washington and Oregon will probabiy
be appealed to by Portland, Seattle and
Spokane to see to it that Astoria is not
allowed to have such a great advantage
over them, Buch a state of affairs would
indeed seem strange to Astorlans who
have for all these years been dreaming
of the days to come, of the city that
was to he.

PEERLE N (1

UPONT PONDER MILLS GON

Terrible Explosion Causes Great Loss of Life aﬂ
Injurics to Many.

The railrond masters know that the
Panams canal is soon to be completed,
probably within six years from the first
of next January.

Almost jmmediately after it is com-
pleted the commerce of the Pacific Const
with the Atlantic Coast of the United
States will increase many fold, perhaps
double each year in a geometrical ratio
for many years to come, The milroad
kings know this only too well, and for
that reason they so long fought to keep
the bullding of the canal & back number.
For that reason they hired away from
the United States government every en-
ginver that was placed in charge of this
important work until President Roose-
velt put the entire canal construction
problem in the hands of the engineers of
hig own war depariment, Now that the
canal is thus aseured the railroads are
getting in shape to handle the commerce
to the best points on the Pacific Const.
The mouth of the Columbia is the best
point and in s few years now the port of
Astoria will assume that plaee of promi-
nence as o wheat and grain exporting
point which nature has fore-ordaimed
since first the foundations of this eom-
tinent were laild, ~

The only way you ean keep Astoria
from going up bigher now is to stake it
down af the four corners. And then the
tethers would probably burst asunder,

PRESENTS CREDENTIALS.

TOKIO, Oct. 15—T. J. O'Brien, the
new American ambassador, presented his
credentials to the Japanese emperor to-

day and Mrs. (PBrien was meanwhile
prmnted to the empm

SUDDENLY SETTLED

s

Large Estate is Settied Out of
Court.

A GREAT AMOUNT INVOLVED

Instead &f Holding Estate of 830,000,
ooo for Fifteen Years Widow and
Children Will Divide Property at Once
—Principal Provision of Will Nullified.

OHICAGO, Oct. 15,—A $30,000,000 will
contest argued and settled outl of court
wns disclosed yesterday when the last
will and testament of Nelson Morris
Packer was filed for probate., As a re-
sult of this remarkable situation, the
principal provision of the will has been
nullified. Instead of earrylng out the
arrangement which would have held the
bulk of the estate in trust for at least
15 years, the widow and her four chil-
dren will divide the property equally be-
tween themselves at once.

RECEIVED PERIODICAL REPORTS.

Reports of Competitors of Subsidiary

Companies Furnished the Standard.

NEW YORK, Oct. 15—H. H. Tiliord,
president of the Standard Oil Co, of
California, and of other subsidiary com-
panics of the oil combinations was again
& witness today in the Federal hearing
against the Standard Oil Company of
New Jersey. He said that the reports
of competitors in the field of the Conti-
nental Oil Company, a subsidiary of the
Standard svere furnisved him periodical-
ly and filed in the statistical uepart.
ment of the Standard, The Continental
Company sells oil in Colorado and adja-
cent states,

REFUSES TO REINSTATE.

Gmda Gives Reasons,

DENVER, Oct. 15.—In a statement to
the public issued today Vice-President
Schlacks' of the Demver & Rio Grandé
gves rensons for the company's refusal
to reinstate Operator Skeggs ns demand-
ed by the Order of Railway Telegraphers.
Bkeggs was discharged September 21,
for refusal to test the Western Union
wirea at Grand Junction. Schlacks says
Skeoggs' action i3 in _violation of the
raflroad company’s  obligation to the
Western Unlon.

Vice-President Schlacks of Denver & Rio |

STOGK RULED 0UT

Shares of lilinois Central Not to
be Voted.

MODIFICATION IS SECURED

At the Meeting Today of the Illinois
Central Railroad Company 286,731
Shares Cannot be Voted if Result Will
be Affected Thereby.

-——

CHICAGO, Oct. 15.—E. H. Harriman
was today deprived of the voting power
of 286,741 shares of Illinois Central
stock in the annual meeting of that
railroad to be held tomortow. The order
of the court was practically identical
with the modification asked for by the
atlorneys of Harriman. Both sides claim
a victory, Fish because the enjoined
shares will not be effective at the elee-
tion and Harriman because his modifica-
tion was secured. The shares of stock
ruled out are those held by the Union
Paciflc Railroad, the Railroad Securities
Company of New Jersey and the Mutual
Life Insurance Company, against which
a temporary injunction was yesterday
issued by Judge Ball. The court tolay
modified the order by permitting the
shares to be voted on condition that if
any one of these shares should have a
decisive offect on any vote takem, then
the entire vote is to be null and void.
In other words Fish is given by court
a handicap of 280,731 votes and in order
to defeat him on any motion or resolu-
tion, Harriman and his friends must cast
280,731 votes more than are cast by
Fish and'his followers.

Attorney Herrick in speaking for the
modification of the injunction stated
that Harahan held proxies for 500,000
shares in addition to other stockholders
holding 95,000 who would vote with
Harahan. This included the 286,781
shares enjoinéd yesterday, leaving the
claim of the Harriman people that their
voting strength is 308,000 in round
[numbers, As the matter stands tonight,
|both sides are claiming a vietory Both
are of the opinion that they hold the
greater number of proxies, but the ae-

]tual facts in this comnection cannot be

guessed with any accuracy. It is admit-
ted by the attorneys on both sides that
many stockholders have issued duplicate
anl even triplicate prexies and as a
proxy of latest date is effective, neither
side knows exactly where it stands.
Horriman arrivad here todwy but did
not attend the court preceedings, Fish
was in court all day.
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Warning to the U
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night there is ruin and lntt«end
age| The dead and more seriously iljm'
ed have been taken away. Five hundred
inhabitants all more or less wounded,
remain to gather scattered household
goods, and some sleep under tents guard-
ed by soldiers of the state. Without
warning the powder mills, seven in num-
ber, blew up at 9:15 this morning. They
employed 200 men and of these 75 were
at work when the first explosion occur-
red in the press mill. In quick succes-
sion the glazing mill, two corning mills
and a powder magazine blew up, fol-
lowed by the czp mill.

In the magazine, situated several hun-
dred yards from the mill, were stored
4000 kegs of powder. The concussion
when it blew up was felt 200 miles away.
Every house in this town was shattered,
Farm houses two miles away and school
houses equally distant were torn to
pieces and their occupants injured. In-
disnapolis and even Cincinnati felt the
shock. A passenger train on the Big
Four, four miles away, had every coach
window broken and seveml passengers
were injured by flying glass.

First Reports.

TERRA HAUTE, Ind, Oct. 15.—The
most appalling accident in the history of
Indiana vecurred this morning at Fom-
tanet, a coal miners’ village, 16 miles
from this city, when the works of the
Dupont Powder Company blew up, blot-
ting out, it is estimated, 100 miles, in-
juring scores, practically wiping out the
village, causing ecave-ins in the coal
mines, entombing the miners, and caus-
ing heavy property damage in surround-
ing cities.

The explosion was heard and felt 60
miles away, buildings were shaken,
chimneys knocked down and communi-
cation with the stricken village almost
completely cut off. Where the works once
stood there is nothing save a large hole
in the ground.

The explosion occurred soon after the
men went to work, but its cause may
never be known, as it is believed that
none of the employes of the works live
to tell the tale.

The quiet of the country was upon
the ill-fated village, when suddenly there
came n tremendous roar, followed by a
number of sharp explosions, whieh car-
ried the works away as though they
were of cards and fore a deep hole in
the ground. Every building in the vil-
lage was damaged, BSeveral, including &
genera] store, were knocked flat, cateh-
ing fire and' inciverating their inmates.
Two hundred pupils had just gathered
in the public school when the explosion
oceurred. The building, which was a
two-story structure, collapsed, and near-
Iy all the children were pinmed under

TIIE SURVIVORS SLEEP IN TENTS MIT

BY THE EXPLOSION OF THE DUPONT POWDER MILLS
ENTIRE CITY WAS WIPED OUT—RUIN AaD DESOLATION )
WHAT YESTERDAY MORNING WAS A
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jother relatives of the children

the wreckage. How any escaped in-

stant death fs not known, but according thi.pnuil‘- i

THE SHOCK IS FELT 200 MILES FROM SCENE
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Wictims of the Tor- -
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THRIVING CITY
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100 feet away from the site of the
which was located on the outskirts
Fontanet. Pitiful scemes were enacted
around the schoolhouse, {he

pathotic efforts to locate their
ones.

A carload of coffins has been sent to
Fontanet.

A number of persons
injuries at Rosedale, Coal Bluff and Bur-
nett as the result of the shake,
struck by falling chimneys,

At Crawfordsville, 35 miles away, the
electric light company’s offiee building
wag partly wrecked, the walls crumbling
and the marble floors sinking.

The latest report is that 100 of the
school children were buried and many
will die. Not a person in Fontanet es-
caped injury or death. Pedestrians were
thrown from their feet against build-
ings, anl the latest estimate places the
dead at 100 and the injured at 150.

Doctors in automobiles are dashing to
the scene from all directions. Hamilton,
Ohio, 150 miles away, reports having
felt the shock.

The damage thus far reported in other

H

towns follows: Brazil, Indiana, 35 miles

away, $10,000, including fhe art glass in
the First Methodist church, valued at
$1000; Crawfordsville, Indiana, 35 miles
away, $26,000, 26 buildings being dam-
aged; Greencastle, Indiana, 27 miles
away, $10,000: Terre Haute, §25,000.

Losses of §1000 and more are reporfed in

10 other towns,

TRIAL POSTPONED.

BOISE, Idaho, Oct, 15.—The trial of
George A. Pettibone, charged with com-
plicity in the assassination of ex-Gov-
ernor Steunenberg, was postponed today
until, Oetober 28. Judge Wood said he
was certain the defendant’s physical eon-
dition would permit of his trial on Octo-
ber 23, but the defense thereupon re-
quested o few dayy longer delsy, and’
October 28 was agreed upon.

MOB rmmenum

GRAND ISLAND Neb, Oet. lia—dl
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Foster, a junk dealer, who yesterd
evening assaulted the 9-year-old d
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